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Rolex 2007 Yachting Events Calendar

Circuito Atlántico Sur Rolex Cup
January 14 - 21, 2007 	 Buenos Aires, ARG - Punta del Este, URG

The Circuito Atlántico Sur Rolex Cup in Argentina, offers a testing variety of both offshore and inshore 
handicap racing. The regatta will include an offshore race, for boats 26 feet and longer, from Olivos / Buenos 
Aires to Punta del Este; following in Punta del Este will be two days of inshore windward/leeward racing, a 
day race of the Circuito la Barra, and a race around Isla Gorriti on the final day. For 2007, the event will host 
the first round of the IMS and ORC South American Championship.

Rolex Miami OCR
January 22 – 27, 2007	 Miami, FL, United States

Established in 1990, the annual Rolex Miami OCR (Olympic Classes Regatta) organized by the Olympic 
Sailing Committee of US SAILING, is sailed on Biscayne Bay and features elite-level competition in the 
classes selected for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. As the only International Sailing Federation (ISAF) 
grade-one ranking event in the U.S. for Olympic classes, the Rolex Miami OCR has a track record for high 
attendance by foreign teams. For American sailors, the event is especially important as a ranking regatta 
for sailors hoping to make the US Sailing Team. The US Sailing Team annually distinguishes the top-five 
ranked sailors in each Olympic class.

Rolex Farr 40 North American Championship
March 8 - 11, 2007 	 Miami, FL, United States

One of the certain highlights of the 2007 Acura Miami Grand Prix will be the competition in the Farr 40 class. 
The Rolex Farr 40 North American Championship will be sailed concurrently to determine the champion 
among 16 teams from eight countries.

International Rolex Regatta	
March 23 – 25, 2007	 St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

Highlighting the Caribbean racing calendar with its unique blend of island-style hospitality, competition and 
camaraderie, the St. Thomas Yacht Club’s International Rolex Regatta will celebrate its 34th season in 2007, 
and Rolex has been a partner since the very beginning. The event features handicap and one-design racing 
in a beautiful setting; professional race management; and dependable Caribbean tradewinds. On the social 
agenda are festive shoreside events and the Rolex Prize Giving partnered with a beachside farewell party 
at the Yacht Club. With over three decades of history, the tradition of a Rolex watch awarded to every class 
winner still stands, and the relatively new race from Cowpet Bay to Charlotte Amalie Harbour and back shows 
the racers St. Thomas’s beautiful capital while providing spectators an up-close look at competitive racing.
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Rolex Capri Sailing Week	
May 16 – 19, 2007	 Capri, Italy

Following a successful introduction in 2005, the Rolex Capri Sailing Week returns to the turquoise waters of 
Capri providing spirited competition for the start of the Mediterranean racing season. Hosted by the Yacht 
Club Capri and the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, the regatta provides a week of highly competitive racing for 
the Swan 45 and Farr 40 one-designs, IMA Mini Maxi, and the Comet 41S, 45S, 50, 51S classes. The regatta 
is an official leg of the 2007 Farr 40 European Circuit, Swan 45 2007 World & Mediterranean Circuits, and 
the IMA Mini Maxi Division 2007 Circuit. The strikingly picturesque island provides a stunning backdrop to 
the on-the-water racing action in the Bay of Naples, off Capri.

Rolex Settimana delle Bocche	
June 4 – 9, 2007	 Porto Cervo, Sardinia, Italy

First organized by the YCCS in 1972, the Rolex Settimana delle Bocche is now a biennial event and has 
moved to early summer. For 2007, the regatta will serve as the 2007 Farr 40 European Championship and 
only Farr 40s will be racing.

Giraglia Rolex Cup
June 10 – 16, 2007	 St. Tropez, France – Genoa, Italy

One of the most renowned distance races in the Mediterranean, the Giraglia Rolex Cup has been a tradition 
for European sailors for over 50 years. From the race start off the historic port of St. Tropez, France, the fleet 
heads through the idyllic Ile du Levant and across the sea to round the Giraglia, a rocky islet off northern 
Corsica, before racing for the finish off Genoa, Italy, a total distance of 243 nautical miles.

Block Island Race Week XXII presented by Rolex	
June 17 – 22, 2007	 Block Island, R.I., United States

With over 40 years of tradition behind it, the Storm Trysail Club’s biennial Block Island Race Week XXII 
presented by Rolex, scheduled for June 17 - 22, has grown into one of the most popular sailing race weeks 
in America. Over 200 entries are expected in four fleets on four different race courses. This year again, the 
event will include IRC-rated boats in addition to PHRF-handicap and One-Design racing. All four fleets will be 
sailing for class trophies, with three fleets vying for Rolex watches awarded to the top-performing yachts. A 
traditional distance race will also be included.

Rolex Ilhabela Sailing Week
July 5 - 14, 2007	 Ilhabela, São Paulo, Brazil

The beautiful island of Ilhabela provides a stunning setting and a variety of great challenging conditions for 
the 2007 Rolex Ilhabela Sailing Week. The event, which had its first edition in 1973, has been a tradition 
for Brazilian sailors throughout the years and its unique blend of island-style hospitality, competition and 
camaraderie has been attracting sailors from all over the world for every new edition. The steady trade winds 
produce great sailing conditions and offer a testing variety of both offshore and inshore handicap racing. In 
addition, the second and last round of the IMS and ORC Club South American Championship will be a part 
of the 2007 Rolex Ilhabela Sailing Week and will be organized by the Yacht Club de Ilhabela.
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Trofeo S.M. La Reina Rolex Cup 	
July 12 – 14, 2007	 Valencia, Spain

The Real Club Naútico de Valencia will host this years’ Rolex Trofeo SM La Reina. As in past editions, there 
is expected to be a very high turnout, upwards of 100 boats. The competitive fleet of TP 52s and IMS 570,  
670, IMS Open, GP 42 and RN will enjoy three days of racing in the waters off of Valencia.

Rolex Fastnet Race	
August 12 – 17, 2007	 Cowes - Plymouth, United Kingdom

The biennial Rolex Fastnet Race has been an established fixture on the ocean racing circuit since 1926. The 
608-mile race is a test of strategy and skill with challenging tidal currents and changeable weather. The fleet 
starts off the renowned Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes, races out the Solent and across the often tempestu-
ous Celtic Sea to the Fastnet Rock, and returns on a reciprocal course to the finish off Plymouth.

Rolex Baltic Week
August 17 – 23, 2007	 Neustadt, Germany

The Norddeutscher Regatta Verein (NRV) Hamburg will organize the fourth Rolex Baltic Week in mid-August. 
The event will again take place in the Ancora Marina in Neustadt/Holstein, Germany with the racing on 
Luebeck Bay in the Baltic Sea. The race week will encompass the final regatta of the Farr 40 European 
Circuit and the Melges 24 European Championships.

Rolex Farr 40 World Championship	
August 29 – September 1, 2007	 Copenhagen, Denmark

This year the Rolex Farr 40 World Championship moves to Denmark - and upwards of 40 racing sailboats, 
40 feet long and all identical in design, will race over four days in ten challenging races for the world cham-
pionship crown, the World Cup, and a coveted Rolex timepiece. Each crew is made up of four professional 
and five to six amateur sailors. Each yacht must be driven by its amateur owner/helmsman. Racing is precise, 
tactical and intense. With all other factors equal, skill and timing are crucial.

Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup
September 3 – 8, 2007	 Porto Cervo, Sardinia, Italy

The Costa Smeralda provides a stunning setting and a variety of great, challenging conditions for the 
Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup, one of the highlights of the Mediterranean yachting season. The first Maxi World 
Championship took place in 1980, created by the YC Costa Smeralda in Sardinia and its’ president, the Aga 
Khan. The regatta is now an eagerly anticipated annual event and attracts a sizeable fleet of these majestic 
yachts to Porto Cervo each September.

Rolex Veteran Boat Rally	
September 12 – 15, 2007	 Porto Cervo, Sardinia, Italy

First created in 1982 by the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, for 2007 Rolex will join YCCS for a gathering of 
the worlds’ most beautiful vintage yachts in Porto Cervo. The event is open to sailing yachts built of wood or 
metal and launched before 1950 with a minimum LOA of approximately 16 metres. Certain Classic and Spirit 
of Tradition yachts may also be accepted for entry.
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Rolex Big Boat Series
September 13 – 16, 2007	 San Francisco, CA, United States

Established in 1964, the Rolex Big Boat Series takes place annually on San Francisco Bay. In 2005, Rolex 
became title sponsor of this prestigious regatta which includes very competitive one-design and handicap 
racing. Widely recognized as one of the most important sailing events on the U.S. West Coast, this “grand-
daddy” of grand-prix racing attracts the top competitors and boats from across the country.

Rolex TP 52 Global Championship
September 22 – 29, 2007	 Porto Cervo, Sardinia, Italy

The Costa Smeralda provides a stunning setting and a variety of great, challenging conditions for the Rolex 
TP 52 Global Championship. After a successful premiere in Miami in 2006, this is the second edition of 
the Rolex TP 52 Global Championship and is anticipated to attract the finest Transpac 52 yachts to Porto 
Cervo in September. The highly competitive fleet features level racing with strict owner/driver rules for the 
championship.

Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez
September 29 – October 7, 2007	 Saint-Tropez, France

Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez is an amazing rendezvous of yachts, first run twenty-six years ago as La 
Nioulargue. The regatta gathers together the most extraordinary modern sailing boats alongside the most 
beautiful traditional yachts during the first week of October. A host of racers and sailing enthusiasts come 
from all the corners of the globe to do battle in the bay of Saint Tropez. The Trophée Rolex is awarded to the 
winner of the Classic Division over 16 meters.

Rolex Middle Sea Race
October 20 – 27, 2007	 Valletta, Malta

The Rolex Middle Sea Race takes place in the heart of the Mediterranean and covers one of the most beauti-
ful courses in the world. Unique in that it starts and finishes in Malta, the 607 mile route includes the deep 
azure waters of Sicily and the Strait of Messina, the islands of Pantelleria and Lampedusa, and even features 
Stromboli’s active volcano as a course mark. In addition, two days of coastal races around Malta and Gozo 
take place prior to the start of the long-distance race.

ISAF Rolex World Sailor of the Year Awards	
November 6, 2007	 Estoril, Portugal

These awards recognize the top male and female sailor in the world. The winners are selected by the 121 
ISAF Member National Authorities among an impressive field of nominees. Recent winners have topped their 
fields, from one-design to offshore racing. Brazilian eight times Laser World Champion, Robert Scheidt won 
the prize already for two times. This year’s award ceremonies will take place in Estoril. 
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Rolex International Women’s Keelboat Championship
November 14 – 17, 2007	 La Porte, TX, United States

In 1985, Rolex supported US Sailing in establishing a women’s international keelboat championship. In 
eleven outings, the biennial Rolex International Women’s Keelboat Championship has hosted over 2000 of 
the world’s best female sailors. It has helped alter the course of women’s sailing and is universally recognized 
as the pinnacle of competitive keelboat racing for women. This year the event moves from Annapolis, 
Maryland to the Gulf Coast, where it will be hosted by the Houston Yacht Club.

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race	
December 26 – January 1, 2008	 Sydney – Hobart, Australia

Mention the leading ocean races in the world, and the Rolex Sydney Hobart is certainly in the top three. This 
628 -mile offshore race organised by the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia provides a tough test for skippers, 
tacticians and crews alike. This year’s race will be the 63rd annual edition of this time-honored event. In this 
race, Rolex sees a yachting classic that attracts a well-seasoned fleet ready to test themselves against the 
challenging conditions.
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Presentation of Rolex

Rolex is recognised the world over as a leader in the Swiss watchmaking industry and enjoys an 
unparalleled reputation for quality and know-how. 

The birth of Rolex

The origins of Rolex date back to the beginning of the 20th century. At a time when pocket 
watches were still the order of the day, Hans Wilsdorf, a young Bavarian just 24 years old, wagered 
on the future of the wristwatch. The pioneering spirit of the founder is the subject of some of the 
finest chapters in the history of contemporary watchmaking and was the source of two major 
innovations. In 1926, Rolex invented the Oyster, the first truly waterproof and dustproof watch, and, 
in 1931, the Perpetual Rotor, the first self-winding mechanism. Over the years, Rolex created a full 
line of Oyster watches, with a strong identity and intrinsic features. Recognisable at a glance, this 
collection of timepieces includes over 170 models available in 3,200 possible combinations. The 
Cellini collection later enhanced the choice offered to consumers loyal to the legendary Rolex 
quality. The reliability and performance of the product have built the worldwide reputation of Rolex.

An international company

Today led by Patrick Heiniger, Rolex is present in some one hundred countries. The company 
ensures the distribution of its watches and the quality of their maintenance through a network of 28 
affiliates and several thousand official Rolex jewellers.

A Rolex watch is made to last. Assembled by hand, it benefits from the company’s know-how and 
decades of cumulative expertise. An after-sales service, unique in its genre, ensures the proper 
functioning of the watches over time. It is based on the competence of nearly 4,000 watchmakers, 
trained by Rolex, who work for the affiliates or for jewellers of the Group worldwide.

A universal and timeless brand, Rolex continues to conquer new markets and expand its presence 
worldwide.

State-of-the-art technology

Responding to a growing demand while integrating the latest technologies requires a constant 
evolution of the means of production. As of the late 1990s, Rolex opted for a vertical integration of 
its production facilities which ensured its control over the manufacture of all the watch components 
and guaranteed its autonomy. In the interest of coherence and efficiency, the company consoli-
dated all its activities in Switzerland at four functional sites. 
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Presentation of Rolex (continued)

In Geneva:
The Acacias headquarters is home to all the administrative activities of the company as well as to 
those related to the final assembly of the watches, sales and after-sales service.

The Chêne-Bourg site brings together all the activities related to the development and manufacture 
of the dial and gem-set elements.

The Plan-les-Ouates site groups all the activities related to the development, manufacture and 
quality control of the case and bracelet.

In Bienne:
The Bienne site is the location of all the activities related to the manufacture and assembly of the 
Rolex watch movements.

An image of excellence

In 1927, a Rolex Oyster crossed the English Channel, strapped to the wrist of Mercedes Gleitze, 
a young English swimmer, and reached the French coast in perfect working order. The company 
then took out an advertisement in the Daily Mail proclaiming the success of the waterproof watch 
and the beginning of “the triumphant march of the Rolex Oyster around the world”. This event also 
marked the start of a long association between Rolex and exceptional personalities who bear 
witness to the excellence of the product and are Testimonees of the brand. These associations 
give rise to numerous partnerships and sponsoring activities in fields as varied as art and culture, 
tennis, golf, yachting, equestrian and automobile sports.

Perpetuating the spirit of enterprise

Patrick Heiniger, the third Chief Executive Officer since the company was founded, is today at the 
head of a Group having some 7,000 employees around the world. Committed to the principles that 
are the foundation of the brand, he is also able to break with tradition to respond to changes in an 
ever evolving world, thus reinforcing Rolex’s position as a leader in the watchmaking industry, be it 
by conquering new markets or by increasing the visibility of the brand.

Official website: www.rolex.com
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Oyster Perpetual Yacht-Master II 

The Oyster Perpetual Yacht-Master II regatta chronograph spells uncompromising adventure. 
Inspired by the winds of change, this model sets new sights in the art of watchmaking.

Intended for experienced skippers as well as yachting enthusiasts, this regatta chronograph is 
born of the longstanding relationship that Rolex enjoys with the sea, sailing and the mysteries of 
the deep. It perpetuates the supremacy of the Oyster, designed to resist water and conquer the 
elements.

The latest addition to the family of professional watches, featuring an unprecedented horological 
complication, the Yacht-Master II and its programmable countdown memory signal a new genera-
tion that draws on a wellspring of know-how and innovation.

Today, total autonomy in research and production grants Rolex the freedom to create, design and 
manufacture resolutely innovative watches while rigorously adhering to the demands of quality.

Rolex relies on the competence and ingenuity of its watchmakers and the resourcefulness of the 
men and women – designers, engineers and other specialists – in its laboratories and workshops.

The Yacht-Master II is much more than the culmination of Rolex technology or that indispensable 
instrument at the starting line of a regatta. It is a moment of pure pleasure to be savoured both on 
land and at sea.
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Media Contacts

USA
Dana Paxton (National Events) 
Media Pro International
41 Memorial Blvd. Newport | RI 02840
Tel: 	 +1 401 849 0220
Fax: 	 +1 401 847 4535
Cell:	 +1 401 369 0490 
Email: 	 dana.paxton@mediapronewport.com

Susan Maffei Plowden
Key Partners / Newport (International Events)
304 Thames Street | Newport | RI 02840
Tel: 	 +1 401 619 1103
Fax: 	 +1 401 619 1103
Mobile: 	 +1 401 855 0234
Email: 	 suma@regattanews.com

International Media Information
Key Partners (KPMS)
20, Av. Edouard Dubois
CH - 2000 Neuchâtel | Suisse
Tel: 	 +41 32 724 28 29
Fax: 	 +41 32 724 28 33
Mobile: 	 +41 79 359 15 47
Email: 	 info@regattanews.com
www.regattanews.com

Italy
Ufficio Stampa Rolex Italia
Foro Buonaparte, 54 | 20121 Milano
Tel: 	 +39 02 72001513
Fax: 	 +39 02 72020171
Email: 	 alberto.franchella@seci1981.it 
 
antonella asnaghi & associati  
Via Giacomo Leopardi 14 | 20123 Milano 
Tel:	 +39 02 48008294
Fax:	 +39 02 43916618 
Email:	 sinergie@asnaghiassociati.it

UK & Ireland
Giles Pearman
The Old Bakery | The Street Lodsworth
West Sussex GU28 9BZ
Tel: 	 +44 (0)7984 432948
Fax: 	 +44 (0)20 7861 2470
Email: 	 giles@regattanews.com

Germany
Andreas Kling
Foehrdener Strasse 6 | 25563 Wrist
Tel: 	 +49 (0)4822/360 900
Fax: 	 +49 (0)4822/360 901
Mobile: 	 +49 (0)172/257 8817
Email: 	 andreas@regattanews.comntacts

Spain
Alejandro Varela
Varadero Comunicación
C/ Mª Auxiliadora, 4 | 36202 Vigo
Tel: 	 +34 986441001
Fax: 	 +34 986441830
Email: 	 varadero@telefonica.net

France
Thomas Campion | Delphine de Nervaux
70, rue de la Tour | 75116 Paris
Tel: 	 +33 (0)1 45 03 21 26
Fax: 	 +33 (0)1 45 03 40 04
Email: 	 tcampion@eventinternational.com 
	 ddenervaux@eventinternational.com

Portugal
Diogo Muller e Sousa
EgoCorp Comunicação e Imagem
Rua Braancamp, 88 - 5° Esq. | 1250-052 Lisboa
Tel: 	 +351 21 383 86 00
Fax: 	 +351 21 383 86 10
Mobile: 	 +351 91 727 25 27
Email: 	 dsousa@egocorp.pt

Australia
OMD
Alistair Henderson
32 Pyrmont Bridge Road
Pyrmont, Sydney, NSW 2009
Tel: 	 +61 2 9692 2000
Fax: 	 +61 2 9692 2222
Email: 	 alistair.henderson@omd.com

To learn more about Rolex and its involvement with 
sports in general visit www.rolex.com. 
 
For more information about the Rolex Yachting 
portfolio visit www.regattanews.com.


